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SUBJECT: HEINZ-TORRIJOS CORRESPONDENCE 

1 . SENATOR HEINZ HAS GIVEN US A LETTER TO YOU ASKING 
THAT YOU DELIVER THE FOLLOWING LETTER FROM HIM TO 
GENERAL TORRIJOS. ORIGINAL TEXT OF LETTERS BEING POUCHED. 
TEXT OF LETTER TO GENERAL TORRIJOS FOR DELIVERY TO HIM 
FOLLOWS: 

2. BEGIN QUOTE UNITED STATE SENATE, WASHINGTON D.C. 
FEBRUARY 20, 1978 

BRIGADIER GENERAL OMAR TORRIJOS HERRERA 
CHIEF OF THE GOVERNMENT AND COMMANDER 
OF THE NATIONAL GUARD 
REPUBLIC OF PANAMA 
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DEAR GENERAL TORRIJOS: 

I WANT TO THANK YOU FOR YOUR PROMPT AND THOUGHTFUL REPLY 
TO MY LETTER OF JANUARY 31.1 APPRECIATE YOUR CLARIFI- 
CATION OF PANAMANIAN LAW AND YOUR RENEWED COMMITMENT TO 
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MOVE FORWARD WITH THE ENACTMENT OF LEGISLATION THAT WILL PER 
MIT POLITICAL PARTIES TO FUNCTION FREELY. 

HOWEVER, LET ME COME DIRECTLY TO THE POINT: MY ORIGINAL QUES- 
TION TO YOU WHEN WE MET WAS WHETHER THIS LEGISLATION WOULD BE 
ENACTED WITHIN THE NEXT FIVE YEARS. YOUR VERBAL RESPONSE WAS 
THAT IT WOULD TAKE PLACE BEGIN UNDERSCORE "MUCH SOONER THAN 
THAT" END UNDERSCORE. I REMAIN CONCERNED ABOUT THE QUESTION 
OF TIMING. 

YOUR LETTER SAYS "... WE HAVE PROPOSED TO TAKE ALL THE NEC- 
CESSARY STEPS IN ORDER THAT THE LEGISLATION WHICH REGULATES 
POLITICAL PARTIES CAN BE ENACTED BEGIN UNDERSCORE AS SOON AS 
OSSIBLE" END UNDERSCORE. YOU THEN GO ON TO SAY, "IF THIS 
IS NOT POSSIBLE, WE WILL PROCEED TO THE ELECTIONS ..." 

THESE TWO STATEMENTS LEAD ME TO THE CONCLUSION THAT THE RE- 
TURN OF POLITICAL PARTIES TO PANAMA MAY NOT OCCUR AS SOON 
AS I HAD PREVIOUSLY BELIEVED. I CAN UNDERSTAND THAT THE 
ENACTMENT OF SUCH LEGISLATION MAY NOT BE POSSIBLE BEFORE 
THE NEXT ELECTION - OUR OWN CONGRESS SELDOM MOVES THAT 
FAST - BUT I AM TROUBLED THAT YOUR LETTER LEAVES OPEN 
THE POSSIBILITY THAT SUCH LEGISLATION MAY NOT BE ENACTED 
WITHIN THE NEXT FIVE YEARS AS WE ORIGINALLY DISCUSSED. IT 
IS WITH RESPECT TO THIS POSSIBILITY THAT I SEEK FURTHER 
CLARIFICATION: CAN YOU STATE, POSITIVELY AND WITHOUT 
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RESERVATION, THAT SUCH LEGISLATION WILL BE ENACTED WITHIN 
FIVE YEARS, OR FOR THAT MATTER, "MUCH SOONER THAN THAT"? 

L THANK YOU AGAIN FOR YOUR EARLIER REPLY, BUT I AM SURE 
YOU UNDERSTAND THE NECESSITY OF MY WRITING TO YOU ONCE 
MORE AND THAT YOU CAN FULL APPRECIATE MY INTEREST IN HAV- 
ING THIS MATTER CLARIFIED. 

SINCERELY, 

H. JOHN HEINZ, III 

UNITED STATES SENATE END QUOTE VANCE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TEXT, LEGISLATORS, DIPLOMATIC COMMUNICATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 22 feb 1978 
Decaption Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE045224 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: GBROWN:ZC 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780079-0712 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780227/aaaaawjk.tel 

Line Count: 106 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 440e2bd2-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ORIGIN ARA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: STADIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: STADIS 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 20 jul 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3518189 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: HEINZ-TORRIJOS CORRESPONDENCE 

TAGS: PEPR, PN. (HEINZ, H JOHN III), (TORRIJOS HERRERA, OMAR) 

To: PANAMA 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/440e2bd2-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



